
Risk assessment for Volunteers – Outdoor work  

           

Name of assessor   Marion Fox Goddard 

  

 Date May 11th 2022 

Location Woodland behind the nursery, Village Hall Grounds, Car Park between Village Hall and Fernwood Day Nursery 

What is the 
hazard? 

Who might 
be 

harmed? 

How 
might 

people be 
harmed? 

Existing risk control 
measures 

Risk 
rating Additional 

controls 

New risk 
rating  

(Residual) 

Action/ 
monitored 
by whom? 

Action/ 
monitored by 

when? 
L C R L C R 

General 
emergency 

Volunteers Injury Volunteers/Fernwood Parish 
Council staff to be aware of 
nearest Accident and 
Emergency hospital - Kings Mill 
Mansfield and Minor Injuries 
Unit – Newark Hospital; A first 
aid kit must be accessible at 
the Village Hall at all times; 
Volunteers to carry their mobile 
phone should be available at all 
times (if no/poor signal, nearest 
landline in village hall office); All 
incidents and near misses to be 
reported to the Parish Clerk, 
recorded in the accident log 
and reported to Fernwood 
Parish Council. 

Volunteers to report to the 
Parish Clerk/Caretaker on 
arrival and departure. 

1 4 4 Copy and 
reminder of 
this risk 
assessment to 
be sent to 
current 
volunteers 
annually. 

   Parish Clerk  June each year 



What is the 
hazard? 

Who might 
be 

harmed? 

How 
might 

people be 
harmed? 

Existing risk control 
measures 

Risk 
rating Additional 

controls 

New risk 
rating  

(Residual) 

Action/ 
monitored 
by whom? 

Action/ 
monitored by 

when? 
L C R L C R 

Hand Tools Volunteers Injury Caretaker to ensure all tools 
are in good/safe condition. 
Clerk to provide volunteers with 
tool use and safety information 
for powered tools; User to 

• Inspect tools before and 
after each use.  

• Use correct tool for the 
job;  

• Ensure firm and stable 
stance and wear sturdy 
footwear;  

• Wear gloves unless 
using a swinging tool;  

• Not use tools when 
handles are wet;  

• Maintain safe working 
distances. 

2 3 6 As above    Parish Clerk  June each year 

Arisings Volunteers Slips, 

trips, injury 

Volunteers to: 

• Wear sensible, sturdy 
footwear;  

• Ensure safe working 
distances  

• Ensure arisings and 
unused tools are left in 
a safe place 

• Tidy arisings as they 
are cut. 

1 3 3 As above    Parish Clerk  June each year 



What is the 
hazard? 

Who might 
be 

harmed? 

How 
might 

people be 
harmed? 

Existing risk control 
measures 

Risk 
rating Additional 

controls 

New risk 
rating  

(Residual) 

Action/ 
monitored 
by whom? 

Action/ 
monitored by 

when? 
L C R L C R 

Poor 
housekeeping 

Volunteers Slips, 

trips, injury 

All unused equipment to be 
stored in the 
container/caretaker cupboard; 
Volunteers to use only what is 
necessary to avoid excess 
equipment lying arounds. 

1 3 3 As above    Parish Clerk  June each year 

Traffic Volunteers Accident Wear high visibility clothing 
when working by roads; 
Volunteers are not permitted to 
work on the carriageway or on 
the roads of the car park. i.e., 
work from within the flower 
beds – do not stand where 
there may be traffic. 

2 3 6 As above    Parish Clerk  June each year 

The following risk assessments cover 
more detailed guidance: 

• Volunteer litter picking 

• Woodland 
 

Volunteer litter picking and 
woodland risk assessments to 
be copied to volunteers 
conducting these activities. 

 

   Copy and 
reminder of 
these risk 
assessments 
to be sent to 
current 
volunteers 
annually. 

   Parish Clerk June each year 

Review date June 2023  Signature  

https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=f689d2c3%2Df505%2D4dcf%2Da642%2D82357e6f0adf%2Epdf&o=Volunteer%2DLitter%2DPicking%2DRisk%2DAssessment%2Epdf
https://www.fernwood-pc.co.uk/shared/attachments.asp?f=2ab0a155%2Dd30a%2D4813%2D977f%2D94ac3508681e%2Epdf&o=Risk%2DAssessment%2DWoodland%2Epdf


 


