
  

October 2022,  ISSUE 6 

  

Fernwood Parish Council 

In this issue: 

 

· What’s on in Fernwood 

· Updates on the Parish Council’s work 

· Woodland Update 

· Youth Club  

 

Thanks to Geoff Bowers for this photograph taken in Fernwood 
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Parish Council/ Village Hall Office Opening Times & Contact Details 

The office, which is situated in Fernwood Village Hall, is open from Tuesday to Thursday  from 
9.30am to 1pm. Occasionally the office may be closed for staff training/holidays – our website and 
Facebook pages will always be kept updated.  
 

Address: Fernwood Parish Council, Fernwood Village Hall, Ruby’s Avenue, Fernwood,  NG24 3RS 

Email office@fernwood-pc.co.uk                                                Telephone: 01636 613024 

Welcome to the October issue of the Fernwood Gazette. We’ve had a busy 6 months including our Jubi-
lee Celebration at the beginning of June. Above are a few pictures which I hope you agree capture the 
spirit of the event. Thanks to Geoff Bowers and Jane Newton for these photos. It was with the greatest 
sadness that we learnt of the death of HM Queen Elizabeth II. Her Majesty’s death is a great loss to the 
nation. 

On pages 3 and 4, there is a summary of what the Parish Council is working on. It is impossible to in-
clude everything but the work of the Parish Council can be tracked through our minutes and agendas 
on our website. We try to be as transparent as possible, with draft minutes published within a week of 
our meetings. Sometimes progress can be slower than we’d like, but I can assure you, the Parish 
Council is working hard on behalf of the residents we serve. 

Parish Council meetings continue to be held on the third Monday of each month—see page 23 for details  
Everyone is welcome to come.  

Barry Smith, Chairman of Fernwood Parish Council 
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What the Parish Council has been doing since the last issue 
Fernwood Parish Council prides itself in being one of the most open and transparent  
councils in the area. All our agendas, including supporting papers, are published on our 
website and we also publish draft minutes approximately a week after our council meet-
ings. We have a social media page where we add our meetings as an event, and we also 
share this to the two Fernwood Facebook pages (MyFernwood Residents and Fernwood 
Village Newark). You’d be surprised how many councils do not do this! We also have 2 
notice boards in the parish where agendas and minutes are posted (Goldstraw Lane and 
Village Hall). 

Keep up to date with the Council’s work: www.fernwood-pc.co.uk – click on the minutes 
and agendas tab under the Parish Council Meetings heading. Also, you are encouraged to 
like the Fernwood Parish Facebook page for regular updates and invites to our meetings.  

 

Below is a summary of the key business the Council has been working on: 

 
1. On June 2nd we held a Platinum Jubilee Celebration with live music, free entertain-

ment, and fireworks – the event was a great success. Thanks go out to all our volun-
teers who worked to make this happen. Also, many thanks to the local businesses 
and residents who were understanding of our need to close Rubys Avenue to keep 
event attendees safe.  

2. This summer we commissioned Newark and Sherwood Community Hub to provide 
summer play sessions at the village hall on four Wednesday afternoons in the Sum-
mer Holidays. These were well attended and enjoyed by all.  

3. We have conducted an online consultation on Crime and Fear of Crime and the use 
of CCTV in Fernwood. After reviewing the results, we have submitted a request to  
Newark and Sherwood District Council to have two CCTV cameras, managed by a 
local CCTV partnership of local councils and easily accessed by the Police. The Par-
ish Council will fund these using Community Infrastructure Levy funding that it holds 
if the District Council approves our request.  

4. We have written to Nottinghamshire County Council to request an interactive speed 
sign on Dale Way. A recent survey conducted by Via East Midlands had indicated 
that some cars are exceeding the 30mph limit there. We had wanted to work in part-
nership with Via with the Parish Council covering the cost of the speed sign using 
Community Infrastructure Levy funding. However, we were disappointed to receive 
feedback from Via that they are unable to approve such an installation, irrespective of 
who provides/pays as they are not yet convinced of a problem in the area. 

5. We are still waiting for the ownership of the open spaces in central Fernwood to be 
transferred to the Parish Council. We have met with N&SDC to progress this and are 
assured that the legal work is underway between the developer and N&SDC. Again, 
this is taking longer than we would have liked. Once the land transfer is completed, 
the Parish Council will look to work with FirstPort to improve the playpark next to the 
village hall. Residents will be consulted before any changes are made. 
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What the Parish Council has been doing since the last issue 
...continued 
 
6. We have requested a Coat of Arms for Fernwood and are currently working with the       

College of Arms on the design of this.  
7. The Parish Council met with Robert Jenrick MP in May to once again discuss the 

need for rights for Freeholders on managed estates. Robert agreed to take this up 
with his colleagues in government and investigate whether rights for freeholders will 
be included (as previously this section of the Leasehold and Commonhold Reform 
had been taken out). He felt that as the bill has been delayed until next year, there 
should be enough time to include the freehold aspects.  

8. The Parish Council still seek a review of the long term closure of Hollowdyke Lane 
and alternative options to the planned solution investigated. The Council received a 
letter in July from Nottinghamshire County Council detailing issues that would need 
to be overcome for this to happen. The letter didn’t give a great deal of hope for the 
potential for Hollowdyke Lane to be kept open, but the Parish Council hope to dis-
cuss this further when they meet with NCC highways officers later this year. Fern-
wood Parish Council is acutely aware that with the closure of this road, we are left 
with one road in an out of Fernwood and want this to be addressed.  

9. We continue to hold liaison meetings with Allison Homes, Barratt David Wilson 
Homes, and Welcome Break. We meet with these developers for updates on their 
work in the Parish and to try to tackle any issues as they arise.  

10. We have received pre-application advice on the Council’s proposed extension/
alterations to the village hall. We are now working with our architect to assess wheth-
er to submit a full application.  

11. The improved directional signage for construction traffic has not been installed on the 
B6326. We continue to ask questions to try to get this installed once and for all.  

12. We have taken ownership of the woodland behind the nursery - see page 5 for more  
details.  

13. The youth club is up and running in the village hall on Friday nights  - see pages 6 
and 7 for full details. We have worked with Nottinghamshire Youth Service to iron out 
teething problems and helped with their recruitment processes. 

Summer Fun Days at Fernwood Village Hall 
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Bulb planting — we plan to hold a community bulb planting event on 
the afternoon of October 15th. Details will be published on our Face-
book page. If you don’t have access to social media and would like to 
be kept updated please email office@fernwood-pc.co.uk and we will 
let you know by email. 

Fernwood Parish Council finally took ownership of the woodland behind Fernwood Day Nursery in May 
of this year; the legal process took considerably longer than we would have liked but since taking owner-
ship we have started to take care of the area: 
 
Maintenance 

 
· The paths have been cleared and Fernwood Parish Council’s Caretaker and Maintenance Opera-

tive is checking the area on a weekly basis. 
· Fortnightly grass cutting around the verges is being done – N&SDC are doing this work on behalf of 

Fernwood Parish Council.  
· We have installed 2 refuse bins and 1 dog bin which are regularly emptied by N&SDC who again 

are contracted to do this on behalf of the Parish Council. 
· Lighting repairs were meant to be completed earlier in the summer but were delayed. We are 

pleased to report the lamps have been fixed. 
 
Ecological Survey 
  
In August, ecologists visited the woods and we have since received their report which advises how to fell 
trees safely amongst other advice. The Parish Council’s contractor has applied to N&SDC to conduct tree 
work which includes the felling of 8 trees. At the time of this report a decision has not been made. Fern-
wood Parish Council will ensure the ecologist’s recommendations are followed when working on the trees 
once the approval has been given by N&SDC. On 2  of the trees that have been recommended for felling, 
the ecologists have recommended further surveys to assess whether bats are present in the Spring. 
  
Volunteer Group 
  
In July, we invited residents to join a volunteers’ meeting to discuss ideas for the area and address any 
concerns. Some residents were concerned that the Parish Council will not be mindful of the wildlife when 
looking after the area but were reassured that the Parish Council is taking expert advice before any tree 
work is done. Ideas were also discussed such as bat and bird box making and bulb planting which the 
Parish Council will be organising. The area behind Marron Court was also discussed including ideas for 
improving this area. (The ecological survey suggests leaving some of the area as it is but the Council is 
talking to potential contractors to deliver some of the suggestions that were made). 
 
Communication regarding this area 
We have set up a page on the Council’s website with documents and updates relating to the area and will 
continue to try to keep residents up to date through local social media. 
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Fernwood Youth Club is on Friday evenings from 7.30 to 
9.30pm during term time at Fernwood Village Hall. Email Laura 
to book a slot for your child  (Year 6 to Year 11) for this term: 
laura.burrows2@nottscc.gov.uk  
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Newly added sections regarding 
recent projects such as the 
woodland behind the nursery 
and youth club 

Find all agendas and minutes da-
ting back to 2016. Our agendas 
now include supporting papers for 
transparency. 

All the Council’s policies are 
available through our website.  

 

Like our 
page to      
be kept     
informed 
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Calling all landlords! 

  

If you are seeking tenants for your good quality, safe and secure private rental prop-
erty – then why not use Newark and Sherwood District Council’s FREE RealHome 
Tenant Finder Service for landlords, which includes the following: 

  

Checks on a prospective tenant and your property 

Preparation of tenancy paperwork 

Provision of advice and assistance directly to you and, if required, we will access 
independent support for your tenant throughout the tenancy 

You keep 100% of your rental income 

You continue to manage your property 

  

Please see the leaflet on the District Council’s website for further details: 
www.newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk/realhome  

  

The District Council’s Landlord Liaison Officers work within the Housing Options 
Team, helping people in housing need to access accommodation in the private rented 
sector.  

  

There are many reasons why applicants need help with sourcing alternative accom-
modation, the most common ones being that their current landlord has served a 
Section 21 notice (for a variety of different reasons), the tenant has had a relation-
ship breakdown or they are no longer able to afford their current rent.  The earlier 
that we can intervene where a tenancy has got into difficulties, the greater the likeli-
hood of us achieving a better outcome for both landlord and tenant.   

  

Where the Council is unable to help to save a tenancy, or it is not reasonable for the 
applicant to remain in their current accommodation, our Landlord Liaison Officers will 
support the tenants to find other suitable accommodation.  This is where we need 
your help.  If you have a vacant property and would like to work with us or would 
like further information about our RealHome service, please do not hesitate to con-
tact us on 01636 650 000 or e-mail us at Real.Home@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk. 
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A local resident has kindly offered to take used stamps, plastic bottle tops and printer cartridges 
for recycling. There are receptacles for you to leave these in the foyer of Fernwood Village Hall. 
The hall opening times are detailed on page 2 but it is is often open when our regular bookings 
are in. Stamps can be posted in an envelope in out post box at any time. These items are taken 
to organisations that can recycle them and in return make a donation to charity. 
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CallConnect is an on demand bus service. Since 2001 our buses have been serving hamlets, 
villages and market towns throughout Lincolnshire and neighbouring counties. We offer passen-
gers the flexibility to connect to their local communities and other transport options. 

Register  -  Before you book your journey you’ll need to register your details. It’s quick and free. 
To register either click to complete the form  on the website or get in touch by calling the booking 
office. Give your details and you’ll be issued with your registration number that is used for book-
ing your journeys. 

 
Booking—Your journey can be booked by phone or online, from 1 hour’s notice or up to 7 days 
in advance (subject to availability). 

We will confirm your journey time and if the exact times you requested are not available, we’ll 
suggest the nearest alternative. All Journeys are subject to availability. Some routes and times 
are very busy and we advise passengers to give as much notice as possible.  

Travel— Simply turn up at your confirmed pick up point, pay your fare or show your concession-
ary bus pass and enjoy the journey! 

To help keep our buses running to schedule, be at your pick up point a few minutes before your 
booked time.  

Due to the nature of demand responsive transport, our flexible buses can arrive up to 10 
minutes after your confirmed booking time. Please note that our busy schedules do not allow 
enough time to wait for passengers who are not at their booked pick up point. 

www.lincsbus.info   

Lincolnshire CallConnect: 0345 234 3344 

· Monday to Saturday bus service 

· For anyone & everyone 

· Free to register 

· Book online or by phone 

· Flexible, bookable services & timetabled 

services 

· Easy to access 

· Single, return & saver tickets available 

· Concessionary bus passes accepted 

· Book from 1 hours’ notice up to 7 days in 

advance 

Covers 
Fernwood 
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Newark Karate Academy (KOFUKAN) is a friendly and welcomes any ages from 
6years plus and you are never too old to join up. 

It  improves your strength, fitness, flexibility, self awareness and confidence when 
you are out on your travels, also releases your everyday stress and mental well be-
ing. 

Why not register today and give us a call to book your place and meet new friends.   
Sensei Tracey 07743826257 😀🥋 
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Fernwood Village Hall is a wonderful venue for celebrations and corporate events -  Get in 

touch to book! 

Fernwood residents are eligible for a reduced rate.   

Free WIFI is available at the hall and we have fixed projectors and screens in both of our halls 

making us an ideal location for conferences and business meetings as well as parties!  

 

Call to arrange a time that is convenient for you to come and look around and discuss your re-

quirements with us.  If you would like to make an enquiry with regard to availability, complete 

the form on our website which includes all the required  information.  

 

Visit  www.fernwood-pc.co.uk—  for  our prices, photos and booking enquiry form 

Alternatively email office@fernwood-pc.co.uk  or call 01636 613024.    
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