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Happy New Year Fernwood

Winter 2024

Address: Fernwood Parish Council,
Fernwood Village Hall, Ruby's
Avenue, Fernwood, NG24 3RS

Email:  office@fernwood-pc..co.uk
Telephone: 01636 613024

Contact us

Happy New Year and welcome to 2024 Fernwood residents. We had
a very busy festive period, with Christmas events in the village hall,
wreath making workshops, festive markets & carol services plus a
visit from Santa! Thank you to all the residents who helped to
organise activities or came along to show support. As ever, residents
in Fernwood went all out to ensure the village looked amazing with
lights and decorations. Plus back in November we saw a good
amount of snow - thank you to everyone who shared photos, some of
which are printed in this edition! We look forward to planning next
years festive activities and taking on board the feedback from
residents with our new events committee. The Parish Councillors have
continued to engage with residents over the last few months about
key priorities and how we can move forward in 2024. We’ve
progressing with the Coat of Arms to ensure value for money,
planning to consult with residents on the development of the village
hall and the replacement of the Ruby’s Avenue play park and still
completing due diligence on the potential land takeover. As always
we’re working closely with developers and outside stakeholders.
We’re looking to plan in another community litter pick after the
success of last year. We’re happy that the bus services have been
improved but are planning to consult with residents on improvements
so we can look to make recommendations. If you have any ideas or
feedback for the council, we are very open to new ideas and speaking
to residents. Please get in touch!



P A R I S H  C O U N C I L  U P D A T E

From the council 
As we move into a New Year,
there’s lots going on in Fernwood
and a busy year ahead. We’re
working hard to make positive
changes & it feels like we’re now
getting in gear; it’s hard to believe
we have only been in post for six
months! 

Thank you to all who got involved
over the festive period in the
events around the village. As we
move into warmer months I’m
excited to be on the new events
committee, planning large and
small events for the village.

As a non-driver I have been on the
new bus several times and whilst I
hear there’s been some bumps, it’s
brilliant to finally be able to get
into Newark without a car. I’m
also working with other
councillors on the transport &
travel survey to learn what
residents are really concerned
about. Plus championing
improvements to the village hall
via renovations starting soon and
the playpark redevelopment. 

Being a councillor has been an
interesting ride so far, but I’m
happy to move into 2024 with lots
of new ideas for Fernwood.

Councilor Kimberley Shepherd
cllr.kimberley.shepherd@fernwoo
d-pc.co.uk
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Office opening times:   
Monday - Friday

10am –1pm

Fernwood Parish Council, Fernwood Village Hall, Rubys
Avenue, Fernwood, NG24 3RS

Email: office@fernwood-pc.co.uk 
Telephone: 01636 613024

Councillors meet most months to discuss issues raised by
residents, planning & strategy. These meetings take place at the
village hall and are published online beforehand. Residents are
welcome at the first 15 minutes of each meeting for open
discussion, to raise any concerns or ask any questions. 

Upcoming meeting details:
Monday 19th February 
Monday 18th March 
Monday 22nd April

Agendas are published the Wednesday before the meeting. Draft
minutes with decisions and discussions are usually published on
the following Monday. Our minutes and agendas are posted
online, as well as on our noticeboards which are on the side of the
village hall and on Goldstraw Lane, opposite the clock tower. 

You can also speak to councillors at the following events:
Coffee morning:
Most Tuesdays 
10am -12pm Fernwood Village Hall

Community litter pick:
Sunday 25th Feb at 12 o’clock at the village hall 

Residents are always welcome to come into the parish council
office in the village hall if they have any queries. You can also
follow our Facebook page for regular updates on the Council’s
work. 

mailto:cllr.ian.mcgregor@fernwood-pc.co.uk
mailto:cllr.ian.mcgregor@fernwood-pc.co.uk


At our meeting in November it
was agreed that we’d reengage
with an architect to look at the
future of the village hall as we
know our groups need more
space. We’ll keep you updated on
progress but in the meantime
we’re moving forward with some
internal renovations to the hall
including a lick of paint. 

F E R N W O O D  V I L L A G E  H A L L   

Hall Survey:
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Fernwood Village Hall is an excellent choice of venue for all of your celebrations or events. In the middle of
the village, we've got two halls available for hire and a secure outside space with patio and lawn. Fernwood
residents are eligible for a reduced rate! The larger, main hall is ideal for the hire of inflatables and soft play
for younger parties. We also offer a fully licensed bar provided by Cox Events which is a great addition to
those larger, family celebrations. Visit our website www.fernwood-pc.co.uk— for our prices, photos and
booking enquiry form. Alternatively email office@fernwood-pc.co.uk or call 01636 613024.



About:

Over the festive period Fernwood played host to many festive activities across the village. A huge thank
you to everyone who helped make the festive season so great for residents of all ages; our Christmas
market at the village hall, several wreath making workshops and of our Fernwood Community
Christmas event with carols and crafts, plus a visit from Newark & Sherwood Round Table Santa! In
2024 we’re planning on hosting a Christmas market again and another main Christmas event as the
village continues to grow. If you have any feedback or suggestions on how we can make 2024 even
better, please do let us know by emailing office@fernwood-pc.co.uk.

We also got sent a huge number of photos of Fernwood covered in snow throughout December. Thank
you to everyone who sent photos; we ended up with so many we haven’t been able to squeeze them all
into this edition but it looks like everyone had a fabulous time enjoying the snow. Thank you for the
fabulous snowman photo from Iris & Sara, plus Stanley & Bobby who proudly showed off their
snowman back in December. 

F E R N W O O D  C H R I S T M A S
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For enquiries or to obtain a
registration form contact

newarkandsherwoodyouthservi
ce@nottscc.gov.uk 

Y O U T H  C L U B  U P D A T E

About:
Fernwood Youth Club opened its
doors on Friday evenings from
April 2022. The club is open to
young people in years 6 to 11. 

Chris, Lee, Rachel and Syliwa
Nottinghamshire Youth Service
run the club on behalf of
Fernwood Parish Council.

Fernwood Youth Club provides a
safe and fun space for young
people in the community to keep
safe and take part in positive
activities from 6.30pm to 8.30pm
on Fridays.

The youth club has a welcoming
and supportive atmosphere. The
club continues to offer a wide
range of activities which include
cooking, sports, crafts, and team
building games. 
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Hello,

We hope that you have all had a great festive break and return to school.
Fernwood Youth Club will be open on Friday 12th January. 
During the winter term we have had a group of young people who have
taken part in Shadow 2023 an all-night orienteer event for young people
around the county.   

We hope there is another group next October who would like to take
part in 50th Shadow event held in the county. 
The club has had lots of great activities that has delivered this term
cooking sessions, sport games, art and crafts and the Youth Clubs first
Christmas trip which took place on Tuesday 12th December. 

Remember to book in your places for next terms sessions. In order for a
young person to attend a parent/carer will need to email the team to
book sessions. You will be sent the code of conduct and a membership
form which will need to be completed before the young person is
allocated a place. Please note you can book for the whole term which
will be up to the last session in March 2024. 

If you wish to book a place for your young person please email the team
via newarkandsherwoodyouthservice@nottscc.gov.uk 

Best wishes,

Youth Work Team.

At our January meeting, the Parish
Council agreed we would try to

continue the youth club using CIL
funds - if we can come to a suitable
service agreement with the county
council. We are in conversations
regarding this at the moment and

hope to be able to share more in the
coming months. 

mailto:newarkandsherwoodyouthservice@nottscc.gov.uk
mailto:newarkandsherwoodyouthservice@nottscc.gov.uk


In a divided world, with many communities in tension, it’s been a joy to
experience a sense of ‘people united’! At the latest count there were 12
nationalities represented within Fernwood Community Church. We have been
blessed with a good age range too. 

Our ideal goal is to have a congregation that represents the spectrum of the area
in which we serve. We are not complacent and I’m sure that there are people
from other backgrounds and cultures that we have not yet met - we look
forward to meeting you! There’s a glimpse of the final goal towards which the
building of Christian community is heading; it is the visionary picture in the last
book of the Bible of a vast gathering of people from ‘every nation, tribe, people
and language’. What unites them? It’s faith in Jesus Christ. They all believe that
he is their Saviour and their lives are lived in thankfulness for Him and His love.
Caught up with love and thankfulness for Jesus, they love and serve each other
and that love spills out as it embraces the communities in which those people
live. 

Usually an advert sells a product as fully developed and shiny new! Fernwood
Community Church is not a place for perfect people on show. It’s a community
of broken people of all ages and backgrounds; people who are experiencing
grace and forgiveness. We have found a uniting force of truth and love. We’re
seeking to put this into practice as we aspire to love and serve each other and
reach out into the Community of Fernwood and the area. We’re ‘a work in
progress’, but we have found God’s grace and acceptance in Christ. 

You are SO welcome to join us! 

Our main worship service is Sunday mornings at 10:30am. The 1st Sunday each
month is a Family Service. Please look on our website for more details:
fernwoodchurch.org.uk 

Sunday 
Service at 10.30am -12pm
Sunday school for 4-11 year
olds during the morning service

Sunday evening service: 
Last Sunday of the month 
6-7pm 

Wednesday
Ladies' Bible study  1-2.30pm 
(homebased - term time only)

ID group for 11-16 year olds  
First Wednesday of each month
7.30pm (homebased)

Thursday
Babies and toddlers
9.30-11.30am (term time only)

Still Smiling  (support group) 
once a month on the first Tuesday,  
9.30-11.30am (term time only)

16+ youth group 
once a month (homebased) 
 28 July 7.30pm 

F E R N W O O D  C O M M U N I T Y
C H U R C H  U P D A T E

Church activities
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Church contacts
Email:
hello@fernwoodchurch.org.uk
Social media
Facebook.com/fernwoodchurch
Website
www.fernwoodchurch.org.uk



About:
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About:
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Last year, the Fernwood Petanque & Boccia Club received funding from the Parish Council & the Resident’s
Association for gravel replacement due to the Piste having been misused. Thank you to all involved plus the
volunteers who came along in the pouring rain to help spread the delivery! The club meet on the Village Green at
11am - 1pm on Monday & Friday, bad weather permitting. We are mainly Elderberries but weekend games can be
arranged - just call 07806 755603 for information please. All ages can play & we do have spare boules. We are friendly
& would love to see you join us. For less able interested players we have Boccia sessions on Wednesday’s from 11-
1pm in the Salvation Army Hall - £2 a session with refreshments. We have Social events & always welcome a new
face. Just wrap up warm in Winter & come along to join us. It involves fresh air, gentle exercise & a great friendship.
Try it out for three times & if joining the Club membership is £10 a year.

P E T A N G U E  &  B O C C I A  C L U B



T R A N S P O R T  &  R O A D  S U R V E Y

We are pleased to be writing to you again in this issue of the Fernwood Gazette and hope that this column, along
with our last column, introductory leaflet and Christmas card, demonstrate our desire to keep in touch with you
as your community representatives. A new year brings new opportunities and, of course, new challenges which
we’re here to face with you. When it comes to issues of concern relating to Newark & Sherwood District Council,
whether old or new, we’re here to help. Last year a number of residents reached out to us and shared their
concerns, and we encourage you to contact us if you need our support. One of the greatest concerns raised is Anti-
Social Behaviour (ASB) within the community, and we have a very clear message – Report it! Reporting issues
when you see them is really important as we know that in most instances resources to tackle issues such as ASB
are based on need and informed by data, so it’s crucial to report it. 
 How and Who to Report to: 

For a crime in progress or an emergency, ring: 999 
To report a crime or nuisance, call the Police on: 101 
For environmental nuisance or ASB ring Newark & Sherwood District Council during normal office hours
on: 01636 650000, or email us and we will share your concerns with the appropriate officers. 

Reflecting on 2023: Last May we were honoured, and immensely grateful, to be elected as your three district
councillors. A lot has happened since then, and as they say, no day in politics (even local politics!) is the same.
We’re thankful for the warm welcome that we’ve received from our communities, not least Fernwood, and enjoy
attending and reporting back to Fernwood Parish Council each time we are able to. If you need support or have
any suggestions as to the content you would like to see in our future columns, please do not hesitate to get in
touch. Finally, as this is the first issue of the Gazette this year, allow us to wish you a very happy, joyful and
prosperous New Year! 
Sincerely, 
Neil, Simon & Jack 

D I S T R I C T  C O U N C I L  U P D A T E

About:

Cllr Neil Allen
Neil.allen@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

Cllr Simon Haynes
Simon.haynes@newark-

sherwooddc.gov.uk

Cllr Jack Kellas
Jack.kellas@newark-sherwooddc.gov.uk

As we move into 2024, Fernwood Parish Council are keen to understand your thoughts and feedback on transport
and road safety in Fernwood. We all welcome the addition of the new bus service and are looking forward to
future improvements from wider stakeholders to benefit residents. But we know there’s room for improvement.
With that in mind we are launching a travel and transport surveying covering things like buses, parking, road
safety and giving residents the opportunity to share their feedback or concerns. The link to this survey will be on
all of our social media channels, website and a physical copy can be collected from the village hall for those who
wish to complete and hand back in person. The survey will close the end of February 2024. 
You can find the link to our transport and travel survey heee: https://s.surveyplanet.com/2eds0xgm 
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‘

About:

Fernwood has a new hourly Monday-Saturday bus service starting from Monday 8th January including
evening and late night buses for the very first time. The 90 and 90C services operated by Vectare will pick
up on the Great North Road (Tawny Owl side) and run via Balderton to Bay A at Newark Bus Station,
then on to Farndon, East Stoke, Bingham and Nottingham.

The new six day a week timetable will see fifteen buses in each direction. On weekdays the first bus will
leave Fernwood at 6.13am and run hourly throughout the day with a new late night service returning from
Newark Bus Station at 11.48pm. Services on Saturdays will start from Fernwood at 7.20am and run hourly
through the day with the last bus returning from Newark Bus Station at 11.10pm. There are currently no
plans for a Sunday service. One morning and two afternoon weekday services will also call at Suthers
School. The whole of the Parish Council welcome the news of improved transport for residents. The parish
council has been banging the drum for more buses for Fernwood as one of our election promises and we
are delighted that this will become a reality with all day and evening services including on Saturdays
starting in January. Fernwood is Newark’s fastest growing area with three new housing developments
which will grow the parish from 1,200 dwellings to 4,000. We are very pleased that the public transport
needs of our expanding parish are finally being recognised. And the extension of the £2 fare cap until the
end of December 2024 will make the service particularly attractive from a cost point of view. 

Our late former councillor colleague Julia Smith fought hard for more buses for Fernwood and secured
our first ever Saturday bus five years ago. We am sure she will be smiling down on us in delight at this
exciting news.

The full timetable is available on the Vectare website. 
 

12T R A N S P O R T  U P D A T E

‘

About:Don’t forget!
You can also book the Lincolnshire Call Connect bus service by app or by calling 0345 234 3344. This service
offers a  pick-up and drop-off in Fernwood but must be booked in advance. It serves many of the villages between
Fernwood and Downtown including Claypole, Dry Doddington, Foston and Long Bennington.

The £2 fare cap applies and concessionary bus passes can be used.

Find out more here https://lincsbus.info/.../callconne.../callconnect-kesteven/ 

‘

About:Don’t forget!
You can also book the Lincolnshire Call Connect bus service by app or by calling 0345 234 3344. This service
offers a  pick-up and drop-off in Fernwood but must be booked in advance. It serves many of the villages between
Fernwood and Downtown including Claypole, Dry Doddington, Foston and Long Bennington.

The £2 fare cap applies and concessionary bus passes can be used.

Find out more here https://lincsbus.info/.../callconne.../callconnect-kesteven/ 

911
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O T H E R  V I L L A G E  U P D A T E S

Next Litter Pick 

Fernwood Coat of Arms
At our January meeting we resolved to frame the Coat of
Arms which the council received at the end of last year. This
will soon be hung in the village hall in the coming months and
you can see the design to the left which shows key aspects of
the village. 

We have also agreed to look into new village signage at both
entrances of Fernwood so the cost of the production can come
out of the Community Infrastructure Levy, rather than the
councils precept.  We will also update email signatures and the
website to get additional uses. The focus will be on value for
money as we know the sign was controversial initially. 

We will keep residents updated on any further developments
or decisions.  

Facilities for hire
The Suthers School has fantastic
facilities now open to the public and
sports teams for hire. This includes
grass football pitches, MUGA, 120
person theatre and more.

There’s also secure changing room
facilities with toilets and showers
available and are staffed throughout.
For more details, please contact
bookings@suthersschool.co.uk

Our next community litter pick
will take place on Sunday 25th
February from 12PM. Residents
are welcome to join councillors.
Joseph & George have been doing
a fabulous job of keeping the
village tidy too. Litter pickers and
bags are also available from the
village hall during weekday
opening hours.

mailto:bookings@suthersschool.co.uk
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Messrs W. & C. French Ltd, the major contractor completed the work of
laying concrete runways by March 1943. The main runway was 6,110ft
aligned 08-26 (compass degrees i.e. east/west), with secondary runways of
4200ft at 113-21 and 4211ft at 15-33 with 21 pan-type hardstands.
Accommodation on the utility hutted sites catered for 2,413 persons. Stone
for building the airfield was carried by lorry from Leadenham. The usual
complement for a wartime airfield was three hangars, Balderton having two
T2s and one B1 but two additional T2s were erected to store 32 Horsa gliders;
two hangars were to the north and the rest south of the airfield.  Balderton’s Runways and Dispersals         

T2 type hangars (T-transportable) was the standard temporary
hangar for the RAF in WW2, 240 feet (73m) long, 120 feet
(36.57m) wide by 25 feet (7.62m) high; constructed of welded
and bolted steel typically clad in galvanized corrugated iron
sheets (22 gauge for the roof, 24 gauge for the walls). The B1
type hangar had a width of 120 feet (36.57m), 230 feet (70m)
long with a door clearance height of 27 feet (8.2m), the steel
building weighed 135 tons (137 tonnes) with another 28 tons
(28.45 tonnes) for the doors and guides. These were
prefabricated buildings to supplement existing hangars on
airfields.                                                                                                    B1 hangar -NAM archives

Accommodation and working/technical buildings were typical of a 1940s airfield, utilitarian, in a variety of
materials from wooden and Nissen huts to brick. The Nissen hut, a half-cylindrical skin of corrugated steel
sheets, had many uses including accommodation, messes, churches, offices, armouries, workshops and stores.
In three different internal spans of 16 feet (4.9m), 24 feet (7.3m) or 30 feet (9.2m); length was in sections in
multiples of 6 feet (1.83m), usually with wooden or brick ends each containing two windows and a door
frame; they could be erected quickly and windows and extra doors could be added to the sides by adding
either a dormer window form or door frame by taking out a sheet and replacing it. Thousands of all the sizes
were mass produced. The Quonset was the United States version. 

Similar-shaped huts, the corrugated skin Romney, used mainly for stores and workshops but also messes and
cinemas, had a span of 25 feet (7.62m) and be built in 8 feet (2.45m) lengths to suit requirements.
Temporary/Half Brick buildings were designed to have a life span of 10 years; a single brick wide with piers at
10 feet (3m) intervals. The walls supported a light steel frame carrying asbestos sheeting or board and felt
roofing. Outside the brickwork was rendered with cement whilst inside the walls were painted, they had concrete
floors. The Laing hut was of standard prefabricated lightweight timber wall sections bolted together; end
sections had one central door 2 feet 8 inches (80cm) wide. Sides were usually made up of 10 sections each 6 feet
(1.83m) and incorporating a steel half window frame which when combined with a left or right hand section
formed a standard sized window. The walls were lined both inside and out with plasterboard and additionally
the outside covered with felt. Lightweight composite roof trusses were spaced every 4 feet (1.2m) and supported
corrugated asbestos sheeting outside and plasterboard inside, a single stove placed in the middle heated the hut.

By 1941 other types of hut had been developed. Seco or Uni-Seco Structures (the Selection Engineering
Company) huts, a timber frame clad with asbestos sheets and a timber roof of shallow pitch with a plasterboard
ceiling beneath. The prefabricated panels were a sandwich with a wood-wool filling between sheets of
corrugated asbestos-cement.

T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  R A F  B A L D E R T O N :
P A R T  4  -  T H E  A I R F I E L D        



RAF Balderton Research Group
- Pete Stevens, Leighton &

Debbie Topham & Colin Savill

T H E  H I S T O R Y  O F  R A F  B A L D E R T O N :
P A R T  4  -  T H E  A I R F I E L D        
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To learn more please contact: 
Emails:famsavill@aol.com, petejstevens@hotmail.co.uk, or 
leightontopham3@gmail.com
Facebook:  search for RAF Balderton Research Group

Pictures from Newark Cemetery website   
Cadet Couzin-Wood was buried in Newark
Cemetery, Keith, pictured, was a member of
the Southend-on-Sea Squadron of the Air
Training Corps and from Leigh-on-Sea, the
youngest of four. 

Technical and Administration sites 

Handcraft Huts were made of bolted together asbestos sheets with cement
rendered brick structures for the end elevations from the Handcraft Works in
Watford, home of the Universal Asbestos Company Ltd. BCF huts were
manufactured by the British Concrete Federation; these light huts were made
from prefabricated sections of reinforced concrete. Prefabricated 'cruck' uprights
on brick plinths held concrete blocks fixed horizontally to form walls, and steel
trusses supported corrugated Asbestos roof panels. The huts were usually 65 feet
(19.8m) x 18 feet 6 inches (5.6m) in size. Balderton’s over 70 Technical buildings
were a mix of Brick, Romney, Nissen, Laing, Handcraft and Seco construction.                                                             

Domestic and Sick Quarters sites                                     

Accommodation on the various dispersed sites to the East of
the A1 was mainly Nissen or Laing huts but at Balderton
included some BCF and Handcraft. Huts lacked any sort of
luxury, cold and damp with sparse heating in winter and, the
Nissen huts especially, could be hot in summer with probably
a mile or more to walk or cycle to and from their workplace
for the airmen. 

Accommodation Nissen huts was used for all ranks but space
depended on the rank, officers had a room each with a
batman’s room for senior officers. Eight sergeants shared a
single room while other ranks were 12 to a room.  
Laing huts when used for accommodation housed six senior
officers plus a batmen’s room with a central corridor and a
small stove for each room whilst airmen and women were
housed 24 to a single room hut, airwomen had the ‘luxury’ of
an internal chemical toilet but men used communal ablutions
blocks. Heating was from a single pot bellied stove in the
centre.

Stores and Workshops were Romneys, the Radar workshop Seco, offices
were Nissens as were the [air]crew locker and drying rooms, WAAF/RAF
rest rooms and camera store; temporary brick was used for the Control
Tower and guardroom. Handcrafts were used for camouflage storage. One
somewhat unusual building at Balderton was two cottages requisitioned in
1941 and used for radio communications; surviving the war and demise of
the station they returned to and remain in domestic use. 
                                               

mailto:famsavill@aol.com
mailto:petejstevens@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:leightontopham3@gmail.com


F E R N W O O D  R E C Y C L I N GAbout:
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Bottle Tops Stamps

Foil Printer Cartridge

Clean plastic bottle tops only Please leave at least 5mm
around each side of the stamp

Please only leave clean foil Please leave cartridges in a bag

A R O U N D  T H E  V I L L A G E
Thank you to everyone who shared fabulous photos with us of Fernwood and their fun in the snow.
Here's three lovely photos from the last few months!  

Iris & her snowman 1.
Simon Gibbs - Aurora over Fernwood2.
Geoff Bowers - Fernwood to Claypole3.
Louise Walters - Fernwood in the snow 4.
Stanley & Bobby proudly showing off their snowman 5.

If you’d like to share an image with us please email office@fernwood-pc.co.uk










